One Minute
Safety Seat
Checkup

[V Is the safety seat in the back seat?

V] Is the safety seat installed correctly
and tightly in the vehicle with the
safety belt or LATCH system?

MV Is the safety belt routed correctly?

V] Is the safety seat facing the correct
way? (rear-facing for an infant under
1 year and less than 20 pounds or
forward-facing for a child at least 1 year
of age and at least 20 pounds)

V] Are the shoulder straps in the
correct slot? Check child safety seat
instructions.

[V Is the child in the safety seat
securely?

] Shoulder straps snug?

V] Harness clip positioned at armpit
level?

V] Straps not twisted?

] Harness buckle fastened?

V] If the child is over 40 pounds, is the

child in the booster seat with lap and
shoulder belt buckled?

MV Is child mature enough to sit still in a
booster seat?

V] Is an older child in a lap/shoulder safety
belt system?

B Never use second-hand child safety seats.
B See the NHTSA guidelines on when you can
re-use a child safety seat after a crash at:

http://www.nhtsa.dot.gov/CPS/

M |n Texas, it is considered best practice to
replace a child safety seat if it is more than 5
years old.

B Never use after-market padding products or
safety belt adjustors.

B Do not put child with heavy clothing or blan-
kets under harness straps. Instead, place
blanket or jacket over child after they have
been secured in the harness system.

— Never put
< | an infant

| in the front
seat of a
vehicle
when an

| air bag is
present.

Children 12 and under

should always ride prop-

erly restrained in the
back seat of a vehicle.

For more information or to
locate a child safety seat
technician contact:

Passenger Safety

Texas AgriLife Extension Service
2251 TAMU
College Station, TX 77843-2251

Bev Kellner, Program Manager, Certified Instructor
(979) 862-1782 or email: bkellner@ag.tamu.edu

Myrna Hill, Program Coordinator, Certified Instructor
(979) 862-4658 or email: mrhill@ag.tamu.edu

Janie Harris, Prinicipal Investigator, Certified Technician
(979) 847-8865 or email: jlharris@ag.tamu.edu

Locate a Technician
http://buckleup.tamu.edu

Visit our Web Site
http://passengersafety.tamu.edu
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20 to 30/35 Ibs. Convertible Seat weight and height limit of seat. . f—?‘lg:S ahnd snhug ovgrhthe shoulder. . . Zho#:ge_r belt(.]I o a lan/<houlder belt
- faci - B Always use the tether strap when available. Igher harness weight seats are available child IS ready for a fap/shoulder be
B [nfants should ride rear-facing until at least 1 Y P for children not mature enough to ride in a when he/she can sit with his/her back
Xear (.)f ag'eo\% at Ie?sl,at 2 d(') rio_unds. The booster seat. against the back of the seat and his/her
merican Academy of Fediatrics recom- . . 5 knees can bend at the edge of the seat.
mends that babies be kept rear-facing unti Child Safe‘l’y Seat Installation Tlps B Never put a shoulder belt under a child’s
they reach the maximum weight or height : : . : : arm or behind his/her back
allowed by the maker of the safety seat. B Check child safey seat instructions and vehicle owner’s manual to correctly install the .
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B To get a snug fit, put weight on the child safety seat, pushing it down into the vehicle seat and upper thighs and snug over the
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B Recline a rear-facing child safety seat at no
more than a 45 degree angle.
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